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Now in afully revised and updated edition, this comprehensive book surveys Korean history from Neolithic
times to the present. Michael J. Seth explores the origins and development of Korean society, politics, and
still little-known cultural heritage from their inception to the two Korean states of today. Telling the
remarkable story of the origins and evolution of a society that borrowed and adopted from abroad, Seth
describes how various tribal peoples in the peninsula came together to form one of the world's most
distinctive communities. He shows how this ancient, culturally and ethnically homogeneous society was
wrenched into the world of |ate-nineteenth-century imperialism, fell victim to Japanese expansionism, and
then became arbitrarily divided into two opposed halves, North and South, after World War 11.

Tracing the seven decades since 1945, the book explains how the two Koreas, with their deeply different
political and socia systems and geopolitical orientations, evolved into sharply contrasting societies. South
Korea, after an unpromising start, became one of the few postcolonial developing statesto enter the ranks of
the first world, with a globally competitive economy, a demacratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and
dynamic culture. North Korea, by contrast, became one of the world’s most totalitarian and isolated societies,
anuclear power with an impoverished and famine-stricken popul ation. Seth describes and analyzes the
radically different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas, formerly one tight-knit
society. Throughout, he adds a rare dimension by placing Korean history into broader global perspective. All
readers looking for a balanced, knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and concise
book.
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From reader reviews:
Anna Maday:

The book A Concise History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book A Concise History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present? A few of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
can share al of these. Book A Concise History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

K athleen Dominguez:

This A Concise History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Concise History of Korea: From Antiquity
to the Present can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just smple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this A Concise History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day pastime. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mathew Jones:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to fill your own personal
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the book untitled A Concise History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present can be great book to read. May
beit could be best activity to you.

Jessie Davis:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find anew activity thisislook different you can read any
book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours aday to
reading a guide. The book A Concise History of Korea: From Antiquity to the Present it is very good to read.
There are alot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you



did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.
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